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Statewide Interoperability Executive Committee (SIEC) 

Request for Recommendation 

 

 

 

Request for Recommendation 

Recommend a Waiver from the federal Department of Homeland Security to allow the 

purchase of non-P25 equipment to support the Phoenix Urban Area and CERT operations. 

 

Approval Date: 01 /21/2014 

 

Background: The City of Phoenix Fire Department Community Emergency Response Team 

(CERT) requests the SIEC approve the Department to proceed with requesting a waiver from the 

federal Department of Homeland Security to allow the purchase of non-P25 equipment to 

support the Phoenix Urban Area and Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) 

operations. 

The purpose of the equipment is to facilitate amateur radio communications capability 

throughout the region with dedicated repeaters. Most of the amateur radio repeaters are privately 

owned and we must have permission of the owner to use them.  

During all hazards events, ham radio operators provide a crucial link between the community 

and Incident Command providing real time situational awareness.  These repeaters help provide 

a link to the Emergency Operations Centers (EOCs) in the region to assist with the operations 

planning process.   

The equipment to be purchased includes a D Star repeater which allows digital communications 

and data sending capability to D Star Radios purchased through Homeland Security grant fund 

and placed in many of the region EOCs. The repeaters will be installed and maintained by the 

City of Phoenix. 

 

Proposed Action: The SIEC recommends the Phoenix Fire Department proceed with requesting 

a waiver from the federal Department of Homeland Security to allow the purchase of non-P25 

equipment to support the Phoenix Urban Area and CERT operations. 

 

 

 


